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School Board Services 

 

To:  VB School Board Colleagues and Aaron Spence 

From:  Victoria Manning, School Board At-Large 

Date:  November 24, 2020 

Subject: Fall 2020 Plan 

Colleagues and Dr Spence, 

On November 19, 2020, CDC Director Dr Robert Redfield stated “All Schools should remain open. 

It is the safest place for children to be” and “It is counterproductive to close schools”.  

Pediatricians advising our school board have stated multiple times that mental health problems in 

our children have greatly increased.  Recently, the VB School Health Advisory Board reported that 

overall employee medical claims have decreased, but mental health claims have increased. Based 

upon initial surveys by VBCPS, most teachers want to return to the classroom. 

The total number of cases of COVID have increased in our area, but hospitalizations and deaths 

have stayed the same or decreased even with the rising total case numbers.  VDH reports that the 7 

day average of deaths in our area as of 11/23/20 is zero.  Total number of deaths in VA of COVID 

is 3942 with 1 death under age 19.  In the 2019-20 flu season, there were 5416 deaths in VA, and 6 

under the age of 18, yet we never even closed 1 school.  While all of these deaths related to COVID 

and the flu are very tragic, we cannot live in fear and make the cure worse than the virus. 

According to the CDC, emergency department visits related to mental health for children ages 12-

17 have increased 31%.  According to The Safe House Project, the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children has seen a 90% rise in sexual abuse files in 2020. "Online child exploitation 

right now is probably one of the biggest problems, from a crime perspective, in our country,"  said 

the commander of the New Jersey Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  The Baltimore 

Sun just reported that a 14 year old child committed suicide due to depression from isolation.  

Learning gaps are now being referred to as the “COVID slide” rather than the summer slide, and 

virtual learning is creating further disparities in education.   

Our community is suffering.  Our students with special needs are suffering.  Parents have to choose 

between staying at home with their children or going to work to be able to pay the bills. 

Additionally, providing parents and staff with just hours’ notice of a change from in-person to 

virtual learning has created more anxiety and stress.   

Dr Spence has stated that there has been no COVID transmission within our schools which proves 

that all of the mitigation strategies are working: masking, social distancing, cleaning, plexiglass,  
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etc.  According to UNICEF, data from 191 countries showed there is no link between reopening 

schools and an increased rate of infection. Let’s determine school closure at the individual school 

level and if there is an outbreak at an individual school, then measures can be immediately taken to 

close that particular school.  Since studies do show that COVID is more dangerous for people over 

the age of 60, let’s provide our older teachers and employees the option to teach from home or take 

a leave of absence.  Offer alternatives to employees who live with vulnerable family members.  

Let’s use the community metrics of hospitalizations and deaths to monitor community COVID 

concerns rather than total cases and percentages.  Total case numbers can be very skewed based 

upon outbreaks at long term care facilities and prisons.  

On December 1, I am planning to make a motion to change the current Fall 2020 plan to return all 

option 1 students back to school as they were prior to the recent closure and to change the metrics 

by which we keep our schools open.  I welcome input from any and all of my School Board 

colleagues and administration. I hope to have your support in this effort to return our students 

back to school.  Please consider the long-term effects of these school closure decisions on our 

children and community. Our sister city Chesapeake is keeping their students in school and I 

believe we can do the same. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Victoria Manning 

School Board At-Large, City of Virginia Beach 


