
 

 

 
 

July 29, 2020 
 

Mayor Bobby Dyer 

Virginia Beach City Council 

City of Virginia Beach 

2401 Courthouse Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 
 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 
 

I have recently learned of the $496,000 in overtime expended by the City of Virginia Beach as a 

direct result of the protests and violent demonstrations this past June. As a former city council 

member and the current Senator representing the 8th district of Virginia, nothing is more 

important to me than the safety and security of our citizens. This has never been more imperative 

than now, as we confront the challenges presented by COVID-19 and the many restrictions that 

have been placed on our fellow Virginians. 
 

I’m certain we all care deeply about our constituents and that public safety is a top priority.  

However, I reach out today to urge you to work together on a plan to restore good order and 

discipline in our community. This civil unrest has to end. Riots in the guise of peaceful protests 

are unacceptable. You cannot permit these demonstrations to continue unfettered and without 

consequence. 
 

At a time when many are experiencing financial hardship, it is especially frustrating to expend 

extra resources that could so ably have been directed to other, more worthy endeavors. Think of 

the tremendous benefit to our schools, to public safety, to social services—just to name a few—

that this $496,000 could have provided.   
 

As you know, last year CNBC named Virginia the “Top State to Do Business.” Virginia Beach 

has enjoyed excellent job growth and financial stability. This, coupled with our reputation as a 

family-friendly vacation destination, are reasons almost 500,000 people live, work, and play in 

our community. Allowing this lawlessness to continue jeopardizes the economic viability of our 

city. This is our home. We cannot tolerate any more unrest. I implore you to act immediately to 

ensure law and order are restored. 
 

Your attention to this urgent appeal is greatly appreciated. 
 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Bill DeSteph 


