
 

Dear Senior Class Families, 

As we announced last week, graduation for the Class of 2020 will take place June 10 through June 12. We are 
excited to now share more details about our graduation events, which will be held outdoors at the Bailey Field 
parking lot and the Bruton High School parking lot and allow each school’s graduates to come together for this 
important milestone. 

Based on feedback obtained through a parent/student survey and ongoing community conversations, a planning 
committee comprising staff, students and parents identified the following priorities for a meaningful graduation 
experience: provide an opportunity for graduates to celebrate with their peers and walk across the stage, allow 
parents and families to attend and/or witness the ceremony, and hold the events in June if possible. 

Our administrative teams have developed a drive-in commencement ceremony that will incorporate the criteria 
listed above, especially the opportunity to come together as a class, and maintain many traditional components of 
commencement ceremonies - student speeches, medallion presentations, and a collective turning of tassels. 
Included in this message are initial details of the ceremonies, the ceremony schedule, and some questions and 
answers related to graduation. We will provide more specific information as our planning moves forward. 

I know this is not the end to your senior year you expected. You have experienced a year unlike no other and you 
have risen to the challenges with a resilience that serves as an inspiration to future classes. I am proud to serve as 
your superintendent and know you all have bright futures ahead of you. 

Victor Shandor, Ed.D. 
Division Superintendent 

Ceremony Details 
Participating graduates will be given passes for up to two vehicles to attend the ceremonies (a senior-family car in 
the primary lot/spaces and a guest car in designated locations). Families are encouraged to decorate the senior-
family cars with positive and inspirational messages and/or school spirit. All ceremonies will be streamed live and 
recorded so that families can watch in their cars or at home. 

At a designated time in the ceremony, senior family cars will be directed through the parking lot towards the 
stage. Seniors will receive their diploma, walk across the stage, and have the traditional photo opportunity. Once 
all graduates have walked the stage and returned to their parking spaces, they will be invited to step out of their 
vehicles for the ceremonial turning of the tassels. All other attendees must remain in their vehicles while on 
campus. 

At the conclusion of each ceremony, all senior family cars will exit the parking lot in an orderly recessional. We 
encourage our community to join us in celebrating this very special graduating class by decorating their yards, 
homes and businesses with signs, billboards and school colors, June 10-12, so that our graduates will see these 
displays as they travel to and from graduation.  

  



 

Graduation Schedule 
Wednesday, June 10 6 p.m.  York River Academy Bailey Field Parking Lot 
Thursday, June 11 9 a.m.  Bruton High School Bruton High Parking Lot 
Thursday, June 11 6 p.m.  York High School Bailey Field Parking Lot 
Friday, June 12  9 a.m.  Grafton High School Bailey Field Parking Lot 
Friday, June 12  6 p.m.  Tabb High School Bailey Field Parking Lot  

Senior Celebrations 
In addition to graduation ceremonies, each school is planning special events and activities to honor their senior 
class and provide opportunities for a last visit to their home schools. You will receive more information about 
those events as well as more graduation ceremony details, such as rehearsals, parking maps, etc. from your high 
school as we move forward.  

Graduation Q & A 

Why didn’t the division schedule ceremonies in the auditoriums or football stadiums? 

The committee explored using indoor and outdoor facilities to hold ceremonies with all graduates, with social 
distancing measures and reduced capacity in place, but could not receive state approval. The committee also 
explored holding smaller, individual ceremonies in the stadiums over the course of several days but determined 
that concept did not align to the priorities identified by students and families. 

Why isn’t the division waiting until a traditional ceremony can be held? 

Overwhelmingly, the feedback received was to proceed with honoring students in June as there is no timeline 
known for when a traditional ceremony might be allowed and whether graduates would be able to attend. 

Why is the division using the two identified locations and not all high school locations? 

Typically, all four comprehensive high schools graduate at one location on the same day. When developing the 
drive-in graduation plans, the Bailey Field parking lot (with use of an overflow lot known as the range), provided 
the best logistics to support the plan and allow two cars per graduate for the larger high schools. As Grafton, Tabb 
and York use Bailey Field for many events, while Bruton does not, the committee recommended that Bruton’s 
ceremony be held at BHS rather than the Bailey Field lot. 

Why aren’t the ceremonies all scheduled for the same day? 

As the commencement ceremonies have been moved outdoors in June, the division felt it would be best to avoid 
the hottest periods of the day. Further, spacing the ceremonies out will reduce traffic issues on Route 17. 

Are there backup dates in the event of rain? 

While the division has several rain date plans in place, every effort will be made to hold the events as scheduled. 
In the event one day’s ceremonies are rescheduled due to severe weather, Saturday, June 13, will serve as the 
make-up date. If weather impacts multiple ceremonies, rain dates will be scheduled for June 24-26.  
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